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PERSON SPECIFICATION
Postdoctoral Research Associate in Supernova Cosmology, School of Physics and Astronomy


	Criteria
	Essential/ Desirable
	Application Form / Supporting Statements / Interview

	Hold or be close to obtaining a relevant PhD in astrophysics, physics, cosmology or a related field

	Essential
	Application form

	Have relevant research experience and a proven record of research in supernova cosmology, environmental biases, statistical or systematic-uncertainty analysis, or large-scale astronomical survey data 

	Essential
	Application form/CV/supporting statement

	Proven proficiency in programming and either applying existing code or developing new code

	Essential
	Application form/CV/supporting statement

	Evidence of a capacity to work independently and have sufficient specialist knowledge and technical skills to work within established research programmes

	Essential
	Application form/CV/ supporting statement

	Evidence of the capacity to contribute new ideas for research projects and communicate them to the wider project team 

	Essential
	Application form/CV/ supporting statement

	Excellent communication skills, demonstrated by the ability to write for publication, present research proposals and results, and represent the research group at meetings and teleconferences

	Essential
	Application form/CV/ supporting statement

	Willingness and enthusiasm for engaging in the life of the department, through undertaking roles such as organising seminar series; mentoring graduate students and junior researchers; becoming involved in our continual aim to improve EDI and the research culture in Lancaster and the wider community

	Desirable
	Supporting Statement/interview

	Ability and willingness to engage with school groups and the public in outreach events

	Desirable
	Supporting statement/ interview




· Application Form – assessed against the application form, curriculum vitae and letter of support. Applicants will not be asked to answer a specific supporting statement. Normally used to evaluate factual evidence, e.g., award of a qualification. Will be “scored” as part of the shortlisting process.
· Supporting statement – applicants are asked to provide a statement to demonstrate how they meet the criteria. The response will be “scored” as part of the shortlisting process.
· Interview – assessed during the interview process by either competency based interview questions, tests, presentation, etc.
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